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.° I,—Foreten. Powstics, 1 
Tue Hilavadi [Caleutta] + the 1}th gga writes as follows: — ~ > 
: sae _ Reuter gives the ‘assurance that the object o 

Re a Te, Giverhiieht in undertaking the Tibetan Expedi- 
tion is not to advance as far as Lhassa, the capital, or to permanently occupy 
Giangtse, but only to bring about a peaceful settlement of the questions. How 
far this news will remove the anxiety which fills the minds of the people of this 
country in this Tibetan matter we do not know. But we cannot forbear say- 
ing that the conduct of Government in this connexion has really amazed us. 
What useful purposs is served by withholding al] information from the 
people of this country end by throwing out occasional hin‘s as to the real 

urpose of Government through the agency of Reuter, it is difficult to divine. 
f the prime object of Government is to place its commercial relations with 
libet on a satisfactory footing, we fail to see the necessity of such concealment, 
On the other hand, all the Tib:tans in Nepal, Sikkim, and Bhutan have returned 
to their country. ‘ihis indeed is not a good sign. 


1],— Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(«)— Pol C4. 


2, The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 9th December has b-en 
se informed that a fieree man-eater is committin 
_A man-eate: in the Midn.pore depredations in the Patna, Talbandi, Purushottam- 
district. ¥ ° ei eg ° 
ay negar, Siiapatna and the neighbouring villages in 
the south-eastern part of the Midnepore district. Not less than 25 head of 
cattle have within # few days been killed and devoured by it. The inhabitants 
of the place are panic-stricken, The Arms Act has disarmed them and made 
them helpless againet wild animals. It is hoped that the District Magistrate 
will come to their rescue. = 


- (6)— Working of the Courts. 


3. The Faridpur Hitaishint | Faridpur] of the 1st December writes :— 

| ‘The thansame of a certain Magistrate of Dinaj- 
pur used to refuse to take dalis to his master if suitable 
| ‘rewards were not given to him. He used tw find 
fault with every article supptied, and the Magistrate knew at once that his 


The conduct of a certain Magis- 
trate of Dinajpur. 


khansama had not got his reward from the zamindar. . As soon as the dalt was 


returped, tlie Police Inspector received orders to bring charges of bad livelihood 
against the »@ib, the manager,-and the other chief amlas. Sometimes he used 
to write to the zamindar ordering him to dismiss certain of kis tahsildars and 
natbs. ‘The helpless zamindar was forced to comply, and made ready before- 
hand everything that might be asked for, such as horses. carriages, palunquins, 
elephants, etc. ‘T'wo or three cows used to be kept ready for supply of milk at 
midnight. } | 
4, The same paper writes :— ie oe : 
wi dase eadiiani a ele On careful calculation it appears that a District 
triet Magistrate. Ss Magistrate consumes the people’s money to a fear- 
: jul extent, so much so, indeed, that the total monthly 
cost, including his pay of Rs. 2,200, his travelling allowance at 8 annas 
per mile, the charges for the steamer he uses in mufassal tours, the price of the 
building he occupies, etc., will support,a population of 48,000 people for one 


month. The house which the Magistrate occupies may accommodate 15 poor 


families. What do we gain by bearing such a huge burden at so much cost ? 

5. The Stkas (Barisal) of the 8th December complains that the two Sub- 
Judges of Barisal hold their Courts tili 8 P.i. in 
. the evening. ‘This causes great inconvenience to 

parties and pleaders, especial.y in this cold season. \_ © ee 
6. A stibvemptnbiak writes to the Murshiaatad Hitaishi (Murshidabad] of 
aL 9k 8 the 9th December that a certain Mukhtear of 
to Jeg taeution of compensation Berhampur was cited as a witness 10 the Munsif 8 
give evidence in Courts. moned 0 Court. He was compelled to attend 7 ge tro | 

| Quurts for four or five days, but amou 
| , YN | | 
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compensation granted to him ‘was only Rs. 6, though he had a 
Re. 16-8. The determination of the amount .of compensation to witnesses 
depends upon the discretion of the Munsif, there being no fixed rule 6, practice 
in this res in Berhampur. The members of the legal professsion.. aio ime. 
times made to suffer loss on this account. There is no reason Why adequate 
compensation should not. be granted to legal practitioners when they are com. 
lied to appear as witnesses in Courts. .Government should lay down a rule 
xing the rate at which compensation should be given to legal practitioners. 
7. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o Anunda bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 9th 
December is glad at the proposal of appointin 
Babu Nalin Bihari Sarkar, C.1.E., as the S Leriff of 
| Calcutta. ae 7 | 
8. Referring to the case of Pachai Dasi, of Khulna, the same puper says 
; that if the Bengal Government was convinced that m ha 
Fagen of Pachai Dasi, of was insane when she killed her daughters, it ought 
i ace to have let her off instead of reducing her sentence 
to three years’ imprisonment. After what she has done, her life will, so long as 
she will 4 ve, be a life of intense mental agony. Why inflict more suffering on 
Ler? The Sessions Judge’s sentence of capital punishment was better for her 
than Government’s mercy. | : 
9. The Hitavadi [Calcutta } of the 11:h December writes :— 


Maulvi Bazlal Karim, whose conduct as Deput 


Appointment of Maulvi Bazlal — istr Seald an 3 | 
hemes. a third Presidency Magis- Magistrate of the Sealduh Police Court lately formed 


pplied for 


Babu Nalin Bihari Sarkar and 
the Sheriffship. 


trate of Calcutta. the subject of so much severe criticism in the Press, 


has been appointed to officiate as third Presidenc 
Magistrate of the Calcutta Police Court. ‘The readers of the Hitavadi are well 
aware how unpopular the Maulvi made himself by his vagaries at Sealdah. 
Instead of degrading him for his irregularities, Government has in a manner 
placed him in a more honourable position. The stars of the Maulvi are no — 
doubt in the ascendant and he is a successful canvasser.. But we are certain 
that this appointment will not add to the popularity of the Government. | 
10. Babu Manindranath Mitra complains in the same paper that owing to 
Bal some confusion in the Hooghly Road-cess Office he 
_ lrregularity in mane geen pole has been put to serious trouble on account of the 
tion by the Hooghly Wollector- payment of revenue and road-cess for a mahal of 
which the tauzi number is 1904. Although the 
revenue and the cess are regulary paid by post and there is a surplus deposit of 
Rs 10 in the Collectorate, a peon came to bis village aud realized Rs. 3-1 


from him on account of road-cess. This is very strange. Again, revenue and 


cess on account of a mal al under tauzi No. 1908. were paid in full. Still he 


had to pay 14 annas and 8 pies twice over as road-cess for the same mahal. It 


seems these irregularities will not be checked without the intervention of the 
Commissioner of the Burdwan Division, 


(d)— Education. 


11. Referring to the rule which was publjished in the Calcutia Cazetie of 
the 2nd December last to the effect that candidate’ 
from schools will not be allowed to compete for 
Government scholarships unless they read text books which are approved by 
Government, the Sri Sri Vistnu Priya-o-Anand« Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
¥th December writes as follows :— 


We would have made no objection to the rule if it had not been a fact that 
many text-booke are approved through partiality and favouritism. We are at 8 
loss to make out what led to the promulgation of the rule so stealthily. We 
believe that Sir Andrew Fraser was not consulted in the matter. (ood and 
intelligent as he is, he would not have easily consented to its promulgation. 

12. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th December writes as follows :— 

ithe 1 he The following appeared in a notification pub- 
Lower education in Bengal as Jished in the Calcutta Gazette of the 4th November 
remodelled. last :— | sd ks 


An educational rule. | 


Lg “ The courses prescribed nbove are intended for the candidates fc scholarships. It is 
optional with cchools other: than ‘ private’ not preparing such candidates to use the books 
\ | | 


- 
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from the list of books approved and published by Government.: A. combined list of all ‘the 
optional with private schools to intruduce hooks approved under the new, scheme and compete 


for scholarships.” ; 


The word !*private ” means, in the sense in which it is used’in the Educa- 


tion Department, only) such schools: as are not bound by. the rules: of» that 
department. ' Tols,' maktabs,' etc.; are private schools. Alt other schools ‘are 
« public.” But Mr. Pedler, the head ofthe Education Department, has used 
the word “ private” in the sense of “unaided.” He does not remember that 
most of the unaided schools are.‘ public” and not‘‘ private” in the depart- 
mental sense. _ ey one aaiateih | wena 

However that may be, the above extract means that it is optional with 
unaided schools, ‘and compulsory with Government and eidad. schools, to 
adopt the new scheme of vernacular education, and that only such schools as 


do not gee candidates for pre cren by: A use the: books contained in | 


‘¢ the list of books approved and published by Government” instead of those 
prescribed for the scholarship examinations. To. which list does the extract 
refer ? ‘T’o the one which was published in the Calcutta Gazette of the 4th 
November last, or to the one which was approved by the Text-Book Com- 
mittee and published a few years ago? If the former, then for the use of all 
classes of schools in Bengal there have been prescribed only two or three books 
in each subject... The work of preparing text-books will, in that case, be given 
up by the inhabitants of Bengal, and fortune will-smile only on Messrs. 
Macmillan & Co. It was in an evil moment that Mr. Pedler became the head 
of the Education Department, because all this could not have happened if Sir 
Alfred Croft had remained at its head. 

The following rule has been promulgated in respect of entrance 
schools :— ; il 

“No grant shall be made to a high scnool unless provision is made for instruction in 
- drawing and drill, and unless the medium of instruction in the classes below the fourth be 


in the vernacular, as required under the scheme for vernacular education sanctioned by 
Government in Resolution No. 1, dated Ist. January 1901.” : 


We have no objection to the vernacular being made the medium of 
instruction in history, geography, mathematics, etc., in the lower classes. But 
to introduce the text-books for Middle Scholarship examinations into Entrance 
schools and to tax the feeble brains of little boys reading in the lower classes 


with the very things which they will have to read anew in the higher classes is 
to murder those boys. After allthis has been done, Mr. Pedler may sing and | 


dance away his days in Darjeeling and Calcutta, but the poor guardians of the 


boys cannot. Last year the total number of students in the entrance schools | 


was 1,249 less than what it had been in the previous year. And we think that 
Mr. Pedler’s oppressions are compelling guardians to educate their children at 


home, We also fear that the above rule will have the effect of inducing 


guardians to transfer their children from aided to unaided schools. 


13. In continuation of what has appeared in a previous issue (see Report 


on Native Papers of the 12th December 1903, para- 
graph 22), the same paper writes as follows :— 

We have all along been saying that although 
the new system of lower education is very good in itself, yet the manner in 
which it is being applied is bringing forth poisonous fruit. Sir Andrew. Fraser 
is a man of learning. If the confusion and disorder which have’ been created 


_The new system of lower educa- 
tion in Bengal. | 


in lower education in Bengal 1s not removed before it is too late, lakhs of boys > 


will be ruined: We have gaid, 9nd we say again, that the new system should 
be introduced after having first trained gurus for it. He a 
14. The Hitavadi plectia | ot the 11th December writes :— 
te ok he results of the last Entrance, F.A., B.A., 
tion, «tmversity educa: 444 M.A. examinations have not been satisfactory. 
Pare The number of candidates and the number of suc- 
cessiul candidates at each of these examinations have fallen. ‘Though Govern- 
meut has not accounted for this decrease, the real cause can be readil 
understood. . The authorities have made tte B.A. exdmination 80 difficult 
that none but the very best students can hope tv pass it. Moreover, the guar d- 
ans, finding that higher education is so expensive and that their wards after 


\ ) : | 
' : | ) . 
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completing their education: are unable to earn their livelihood, are gradually 


becoming more and more sceptical about the advantages of higher education. 
The fact is that Government is trying tomake higher education less ‘attractive 
to our people, and by contriving to make it too expensive, is seeking to deprive 
poor students of its advantages.. Thisis greatly to be deplored. Is it because 
higher education’ is:opening the eyes of the — by enabling them to realize 
their helpless:condition that Government looks qn it. with disfavour?.—_—._ 
15. A-correspondent of the same paper brings certain charges against 
: =e) © @m inspecting Officer -at.a certain centre for. the 
_; lrvenntiaritics eyuitnitio’ by Peak Lower Primary examination this year in the 
a Khulna district. The correspondent writes as 
: | ‘ : follows :— | Sr oe | : | 
The teachers were insulted by being compelled:to carry the mats to the 
place of examination ion ‘which the candidatés were to sit, - But for some reason 
or other, Muhammadan teachers were exempted from this menial service. Many 
teachers were obliged to pay examination fees of their boys a second time, but 
receipts were not granted: for the fees paid. The packets containing the 
printed question-papers were brought from the boat.of the inspecting officer to 
the place of examination with the covering envelopes opened. Those. teachers 
who did not pay anything in the shape of rewards ta the manjhis of the inspect- 
ing officer’s boat, were not given the Kindergarten boxes, which were supplied 
by the District Board for distribution in primary schools. Every one of the 
above charges can be proved by unimpeachable evidence. If an inquiry is 
made, many other irre elarities will come tolizht; | : 
pi The Bangivasi {Calcutta} of the 12th December says that by the 
; educational rules, which have been published in 
ep htecvee rules rel the Calcutta Gazett: of the 2nd December last, 
Government has interfered with the independence 
of the public even in the matter of selecting text-books. How shall people 
know which books are approved and which books are ‘disapproved. ” by 
Government? Lists of “authorized” books alone will be published in the 
official Gazette. What is ‘‘authorised” is certuinly “approved,” but what is 
“approved.” may. not necessarily be “ authorised.’ *¢ Authorised:”’ and 
‘‘ approved” are-not synonymous words, What is ‘‘ not authorised ” is ‘*un- 
authorised,” and what is ‘“‘not approved” is ‘‘unapproved.” The stigma 
which. attaches to the word ‘“ disapproved ” does not attach to the word 
‘¢ unauthorised.” The former is a harder word than the latter. Suppose the 
author of a very good book has failed to submit it in time to the T'ext-Book 
Committee... The book eoneequently remains ‘‘ unauthorised” during the 
year, but it cannot be said to be a ‘“ disapproved ” book. However that may 
», let the authorities of svhools take it that those books, which are mentioned 
in the “ lists of authorised text-books,’’ are ‘* approved” books and_ those, 
which are not so mentioned, are “disapproved ” books, because it is the safest 
course they can take. 
17. The Aitavaria [Calcutta] of the 13th December is sorry that the 
Bas te Government has appointel an indigo-planter to ‘be 
Appointment oF, ig aintigr the Principal of the Agricuitural College, which is 
Kariealtaral Collewe:' going to. be newly opened at Mari in Monghyr, 
Sp Fae 6 although he is entirely ignorant of agricultural 
science.. There were many native candidates, who have studied that science 
in European colleges at the expense of Government, but Government, for 
reasons ten known to itself, preferred the indigu-planter to the educated 
natives. This act of Government is calculated to have a discouraging effect 
on the Indian youths who go to. Europe to learn European science and art. 


a (e)—Local Self-Government and Munteipal Administration. 


18. The Hindu Ranjika [Boalia] of the 2nd December says that com- 

3 a ap are frequently heard about the Boaiia Civil 

Bo Fone a nal oe "° Hospital. Dr Harinath is an educated man, but he 

I a acini , appears to be careless about the hospital. He goes 

out to visit his private patients even at 8 or 9 am.‘ It is said that histreatment — 
of his subordinates is bad. The attention of the authorities is drawn to these 


matters. . 
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19, The Pratinidhi [Comilla] of the 5th December has the following in 
its English columns :-— | 

The Inte lady doctor of Co- We noticed in our last issue that tie lady 
milla. doctor yh eo eg tore to Rg ves her resig- 
. Itis a great pity that of late the relation between the Civil Surgeon 
sod the lady doctoe has become much strained. We hope the Committee ana 
inquire into the cause of her resignation. We make no hesitation to say that 
if the lady doctor’s resignation is accepted, it would perpetuate a great scandal. 
We know the present lady doctor is popular with every section of the com- 

munity, and her loss would be keenly felt by the public. : 


20. The Burcwan Sanjivans [Burdwan ) of the 8th December complains of 80®>wax Sassrvam, 


the extremely bad condition of that road under the 

A bad road under the Burdwan Burdwan Municipality which, beginning on’ the 
Meanie, ny: other side of the bridge over the Banka river, runs 
towards Kanchannagar, The road is entirely neglected by the municipal 
authorities. Stones were probably thrown on the road with a view to repair 
it, but as they were not properly crushed and pressed, they have made its use. 


extremely painful 


21. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 11th December complains that in the . 


: work of removing heaps of rubbish and filth from 
ite Menieipality. a by-lanes of the town the officers of the Calcutta 

Municipality have not even tle hundredth part of 
the enthusiasm which they display when bawk-like i upon the short- 
comings of the rate-payers. In Gopal Chunder’s Lane, and in Sobharam 
Basack’s 1st Lane in Colootolla, so many horses belonging to native gentlemen 
are allowed to block the way from noon till 9 o’clock in the evening as almost 
to make it impossible for people to pass through those lanes, and the nuisance 
created by accumulated alth is unbearable. The municipal authorities, when 
called upon to look at the miserable condition of the localities, behave as if 
they are blind, and when complaints are made to them they are deaf. . 
vo my circumstances, is there any hope of an improvement of the 
localities ) oC 


(t}—Questions affecting the land. 


PRATIN DEI, 
Dec. 6th, 1903, 


Nov. &th, 1908. 


HiITAVADI, 


Dec. Lith, 1903. 


Snr Visuxg 


22. TheSri Sri Vishnu Priya-o- Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 9th *™ patya‘o 


The Department of Agricnlture. December writes as follows:— 


administrative department. Is there any danger of its losing its usefulness 
in any way if it contains more natives than foreigners? We believe that natives 


can do more good to Indian agriculture than foreigners. Of course, if the | 


natives be not well versed in the agricultural science of the West, expert 
foreipners may be employed. Cannot a native do the work of the Inspector- 
General of Agriculture ? | 

The cultivators do not as yet know and understand anything of the 
department. If they are to be taught improved Western methods of agricul- 
ture, these methods should be introduced in such a manner as to harmonise 
with native methods. And natives are expected to do this work better than 
Europeans. 


The number of expert native agriculturists is very small. Men like 


Sir George Watt are needed in the department, We want to see the depart-— 


ment doing real work. The little work which it has done counts for nothing 
0 & vast agricultural country like India. The department has shown some 
activity in the Central Provinces, and it is hoped that the cultivators of those 
provinces will svon reap its fruits. In Bengal, however, the department has 
done nothing as yet. oe 
23. The Ghinsura . Vartavaha [Chinsura, of the 18th December 
Chinsura khas mahal matters. writes: — . re ‘an wth (f t 
It has always been the practice with Governmen 
to realise rents from the Chinsura khas mahal raiyats only once during 'the year. 
Certificates used to be issued against defaulters at the end of the Bengali year. 
ecéntly Government has introduced the system of quarterly realisation of rents, 
and « rtificates are being iscued against those who have not paid rents for the 


\ 


i 


AnanpDa BazaB 
. : PaTRIKA, 
The Department of Agriculture is not an — . Deo, oth, 198. 


OHINSURA 


VaRTAVAuA, — 
Dec. 13th, 1908, 
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quarters weg. boa 30th June and the 30th September, respectively. This new 
system has taken the raiyats by surprise. ‘They were not informed that they 
would have to pay their rents in four fists. They should not, therefore, be 
required to pay the costs of the certificates. It is said that under its contract 
with the Dutch Government, Government has no power to realise rents in more 
kis(s than one and to enhance the rents of the raiyats. 


(g)— Railways and communica tions, incluiiny canals and trrigation. 


Brravant, 24. Babu Panchanan Mukerji, lately a clerk in the correspondence 
Deo. 11th, 1903. branch of the East Indian Railway Coaching Audit 


Grievances of a railway clerk. = Office, makes the following complaints in the 


HMitavadi {Calcutta} of the 11th December :— 


As I was suffering from.illness I applied for extension of my leave. In 
reply I was told that the leave asked for would be granted on my producing 
a medical certificate from the Company’s Consulting Physician, and a letter 
was sent to me addressed to that officer. With this letter I went to 
Dr. G. Ranking, who examined me, and granted mea certificate, which 
I enclosed with my application for extension of leave. Mr. T. Jackson wrote 
to me the following letter in reply :— 


‘© No. 167M., dated 19-6-1902, 


“Basu Pancuanan MuxeExi1, 5 

, With reference to your application, dated 17th instant, I have to inform you that no 
further leave can be allowed and your post has been filled up. 
: ‘“ (Sd.) T. Jackson, 


“ For Chief Auditor.” 


Now, if it was intended not to allow me any extension of leave, why was 
a letter issued by the authorities to the Consulting Physician for my medical 
examination? How it is that I was not informed that no extension of leave 
could be granted, and how could my services be dispensed with and the post 
filled up? I submitted my resignation, but it was not accepted. When 
I applied for a free pass, free pass was granted only for a single trip; but though 
granted the pass was not issued, and on my applying for it again, I was told in 
reply that ‘‘ the passes asked for cannot be granted.” 
I hope that the Chief Auditor and the Agent will look into all the papers 
and do me justice. | 
The same paper says that by changing the time of starting from 
Pgs Howrah of No. 11 up train from 9 a.m. to 
a 8-10 a.m., the East Indian Railway authorities — 
have caused much inconvenience to passengers travelling long distances. 
These passengers find it very difficult to finish their bathing and dinner 
before train time, especially during the cold weather. The railway authorities 
will, it is hoped, remove this inconvenience. 
HITavaDl, 26. The same paper writes :— 
It is to be regretted that in spite of frequent 
appeals to the railway authorities, they have nc‘ 
thought it necessary to stop the down mail trains at Baidyanath-Deoghur. 
The attention which they pay to the comfort and convenience of a handful of 
Europeans is not shown in the matter of removing the inconvenience of 
ae thousands of natives, though all the property of the Railway Company is owing 
principally to money derived from the latter. Deoghur has of late become an 
important health-resort, and many respectable Bengali gentlemen frequently 
visit it, Besides, Deoghur is an important sacred place of the Hindus. 
Passengers of all classes ere seriously inconvenienced by the down mails 
if | not stopping at that station. The railway authorities will confer a great 
ak , blessing upon the native public by arranging to stop down mail trains at 


- 


HivavaDl 25. 


A railway inconvenience. 


Gri f signallers onthe 7. : 
Baitern Bengal State Railway. : hard and responsible work performed by the 


signallers and the inadequate remuneration which 


Baidyanath. 
q Hitavadl, 27. A correspondent, writing to the same paper, draws the attention of the 
| soa | Eastern Bengal State Railway authorities to the 
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they get. There are not more than two signallers at each station, and they 

et from 15 to 20 rupees per month. Itis curious fact that the signallers 
do not get their pay before the 18th or the 19th of the follewing month, At 
some stations they have no quarters to live in. It is to be hoped that the 
authorities will remove these grievances of the signallers, 


98, The Howrah Hitaishi [Howrah] of the 12th December writes :-— 
Last Sunday @ horrible case of rape occurred 
A case of rape on the Bengel- in No, 51 down train on the Bengal-Nagpur 
Nagpur Railway. Railway, which is timed to arrive at Howrah at 
11-30p mM. The brakesman of thattrain entered into the female compartment and 
committed rape upon a woman who was alone. ‘The woman, with a male com- 


Howrawz HirTaisx!, 
Dec. 12th, 1903. 


anion, commenced her journey from the Panskura station. The station-master — 


of Howrah was informed of the occurrence and the man was arrested by the 
Railway Police. The case should be thoroughly enquired into, and if the 
allegations are found to be correct, exemplary punishment should be awarded 
to the rufian. It is such cases that make railway journey so perilous to native 


female passengers. | 


(h)— Ceneral. 


29. The Faridpur Mitaishins Nba cago the Ist Lecember writes:— = Fommrsn Hitassnnn, 


A certain Magistrate of Rajshahi wrote to a 

Official culm on a zamindar of famindar informing him that he was about to go out 
— ona hunting excursion. Every arrangement was 
made for him by the zamindar. Inthe meantime news came that the Divisional 
Commissioner was also coming, and then again that the Civil Surgeon was also 
coming. All of them were of course invited by the zamindar. By degrees 
the number of guests, the District Magistrate, the Divisional Commissioner, 
the Civil Surgeon, Police officers and others, came up to about 150. Sumptuous 
feasts were given to all, and rich wines and costly disles were ordered from 
the Great Eastern Hotel. The whole thing cost the zamindar Rs, 8,000. The 
Civil Surgeon visited the zamindar’s dispensary, and on returning to head- 
quarters, sent a bill to the zamindar demanding Rs. 800 as his fee for visiting 
a private dispensary. With great difficulty the zamindar managed to escape by 

paying Rs. 400 to the Civil Surgeon. 


30. The Medint Bandhav { Midnapore] of the 9th December says that the 
oe _ proposal of imposing a tax upon pilgrims to Jagan- 

Ps oH am pilgrim tax 12 nath should meet with fierce opposition in every 
part of India. The religious sons and daughters 


Dec. let, 1903. 


MB&DINI BanDHav, 
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of India run to places of pilgrimage without caring either for their lives or for 


their progeny and property, There is hardly a place of pilgrimage in India 


where pilgrims gather in larger numbers than in Jagannath, The imposition 
of a tax upon Jagannath pilgrims will therefore amount to the imposition of a 


tax upon all Indians. The Government of India loudly proclaims its policy of 
non-interference in religious matters. But is not the imposition of an iniqui- 
tous and sacrilgious tax upon pilgrims tantamount to interference in matters 
religious ? Will the loyalty of the Indians to the Government remain unimpair- 
_ ed if it says one thing and does the very opposite ? e 
31. The Sri Sri’ Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
Meo 9th December hopes that every Hindu will oppose 
Pore Proposed pilgrim tax at ‘lie proposal of imposing a tax on pilgrims to 
Jagannath. \ alg 
32. Referring to the proposed dismemberment of Bengal, the Jyot 
‘ [Chittagong] of the 10th December writes as 

PP proposed Jerlpmetce of follows:— | ce 
TR ce ee hogs lf the Chittagong Division is amalgamated. 
with Assam and placed under a Lieutenant-Governor, the dismemberment, 


although painful at first, will in the end be conducive to health. Many people | 


are sorry that the slight relationship which has been established between 
the inhabitants of Calcutta and Chittagong by their long subjection to one 
Government will be. put an end to by the proposed dismemberment. But this 
sorrow is only a sentiment. We are constrained to, say that Calcutta People 
have very little sympathy with the people of East Bengal. very inhabitant 
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of East Bengal who has visited Calcutta must know with how much contem 
the word Bangal (inhabitant of East Bengal) is used by Calcutta people. 
Many people fear that the proposed dismemberment will, if carried out, ruin 
many traditions, But there is, asa matter of fact, hardly any work of the 
il be seriously affected by the change. . If Chitta- 
gong is any day made the eo of a province, that day will be the most 
auspicious to its inhabitants. We pray to od that Chittagong may shake off 
the slavery of Bengal and become prosperous. ) | ES 
33. Referring to the creation of a special cadre in the clerical service of 
| oes the Bengal Secretariat in which forty appointments 
B vary “vest ard ‘uaemed in the of values varying from Rs. 400 to Rs. 60. have been 
ee gre i ora cys reserved for Sacaiens and Europeans, the Mahima 
[Calcutta] of the 11th December asks if the proportion of sppointments to 
population has been equally maintained in regard to the people of every creed 

and colour in Bengal. Government’s partiality is greatly to be regretted. 
84. We do not find any reason, says the Nava Yug [Calcutta] of the 12th 
December, why the people of the Chittagong Divi- 
The proposed amalgamation of gion should be sorry if their Division is transferred 
the Chittagong Division with +> Assam. If Mr. Fuller’s principle is followed in 
making appointments to Government posis, they — 
a will be benefited by the transfer. 
35. The Chinsura haf ‘(Chinsura] of the 13th December writes as 
| : ollows:— 

a If is nearly a century and a half since India 
ah passed under the rule of the powerful and imperial 
English Government, By the grace of God and the favour of a propitious 
fortune we have been living so long under the good administration of the highly 
beneficent English Government. Under the gvod administration of the- just, 
righteous, and highly wise sovereigus of England the religions of all loyal sub- 
jects like us still remain unimpaired and uninjured. The Emperor of India, 
though a méiechchha, has never interfered with our religion, in the exercise of 
his administrative powers. Far from interfering with our religion he has lent 
us effectual aid to enable us to follow our religious observances—aid for which 
we are deeply grateful. Under the provisions of the law, dharmasalas and 
other religious institutions, as well as their incomes, are exempt from all taxes 
and payments, either municipal or governmental—a circumstance for which 
we are deeply thankful to our kind and sympathetic Sovereign. It is because 
the English Government does -not in any way interfere with our religion 


that English dominion still rests ona firm and durable basis and English 


ascendency is still so supreme. We have been initiated into the principles of 
the ancient Hindu religion, and to us religion is heaven as weil as salvation. If 
our ancient Hindu religion be therefore oppressed or interfered with in any 
way a kurukshetra [the dire and disastrous war forming the theme of the great 
Indian epic, Mahabharat,—a war in which whole armies perished] will be 
enacted on. the sacred religious field of the entire Hindu community: The 
Sepoy Mutiny broke out in 1857 because a few inexperienced officials imprud- 
ently interfered with the religion of the Hindus. In the Proclamation that was 
issued by the late Queen Victoria on her assumption of the direct government 
of this country, there is a distinct pledge to the effect that the religion of the 
conquered Indians must never be interfered with. Possessing as we do that 
precious charter, we are enjoying heavenly happiness under English rule. But 
we now hear that a tax will soon be imposed by Government on pilgrims to 
Puri—a rumour which has surprised and struck aghast not only the inhabitants 
of Puri but the entire Hindu community. We do not yet know for certain 
whether thisrumour is correct. We only know thatthe people of Puri are 
grieved, mortified, and almost excited at the news. Puri pilgrims have alread 
to pay a tax in the shape of the license fees for lodging-houses- fees whi 
amount nearly to Rs. 20,000 in the year. Any additional impost would, there- 
fore, be an injustice to them. We, for ourselves, do not believe this rumour 
at all. It is our impression and belief that our loving and universally. loved 
new Lieutenant-Governor, Sir Andrew Fraser, will never impose this tax, 
thereby casting an indelible stain on the English administration. — 
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Il{.—LEaisuation. ip bts , 
36, The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Baear Patrika [Calcutta] of the ““rume a 
2 _ 9th December says that in the Select Committee avaika, { 
The Official Secrets Act which has been appointed to consider and report Dee. %b, 1908. 
Amendment Bill. on the Official Secrets Act. Amendment. Bill there 
are only two men on whom reliance can be placed. But what will two men if 
do against an overwhelming majority ? The Indian Press has unanimously 
objected to the Bill, but, unfortunately for the Indians,theirs has been a cry in | 
the wilderness. It is hoped that Lord Curzon will carefully consider the 
mee The Sanjivani [ Calcutta ] of the 10th Decemher writes as follows: — Sanstvant, 
Dr. Bhandarkar, of Bombay, and Mr. 'Theo- °° 1 '% 
Appointments to the Vicereral qdore Morrison of the Aligarh College, have- been 
Senet ihre with the made Additional Members of the Supreme Legis- 
sepia tl lative Council in connection with the Universities 
Bill. Is it not proper and reasorable that Mr. Justice Gurudas Banerji, who, 
asa member of the Universities Commission, very ably and skilfully | dis- 
cussed the defects of the Commission’s report, should also be appointed an 
Additional Member f«r the same purpose? If Mr. Morrison could be made an 
Additional Member, why should not Mr. Ananda Mohan Bose, the President of 
the City College Council, or Mr. Surendranath Banerjee, the proprietor of the 
Ripon College, be also made an Additional Member? Mr. Bose was the first 
Indian who became a Wrangler, and Mr. Banerjee belonged to the Civil Service. 
We hope that Lord Curzon will favourably consider the point. : 
38. Referring to the Official Secrets Act Amendment Bill, the Hitavadi , a a 
2 Nomar! of the 11th December writes as fel- “ =" 
The Official Secrets Act ; 
Amendment Bill. way OP “a EO Mgagert BU 
| With a view to prevent the publication of 
official secrets, Government proposes to strike terror into the minds of the 
people by passing a law as rigorous as martial law. The power-loving: ofiicials 
may be beside themselves with joy at the prospect, but the public will not 
put-up with such zu/m in silence. Wevevapan of all classes are loudly protest- 
ing against the Bill. Inthe Viceregal Legislative Council the Hon’ble Mr. 
Gokhale and the Hon’ble Nawab Sayad Muhammad advanced unanswerable 
arguments against the Bill. Unable to refute their arguments, the Hon’ble 
Mr, Arundel “oR ae to refer the Bill to a Select Committee, saying that all 
its objectionable provisions would be so altered and corrected by the Committee 
that nothing would remain in it to which exception might be taken, But we 
cannot rest content with this deceptive utterance of the Hon’ble Member. We 
hold the Bill to be wholly unnecessary and extremely injurious. We therefore 
je the Bill to be dropped instead of being corrcolad by the Select Com- 
mittee. ) i 

It is because Government is thoroughly conscious of its own weakness 
that it has made its own party in the Select Committee so powerful. The - 
Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale is the only champion of the popular party in the Select 
Committee, There is therefore no hope for the success of the popular cause. 
The Hcn’ble Mr Gokhale was perfectiy justified in saying what he has said. 
The only check in this country upon the lawless conduct of the officials is ° 
agitation in the Native Press. If the native papers are gagged, oppression of 
the people will increase in intensity and frequency, giving rise to widespread 
discontent in the country Not having any outlet, the fire of discontent will 
g0 on burning within, the result of which can never be beneficial. —__ 

To deprive newspapers of their independence is most unfair on, the 
part of the officials. Jt is not unnatural to suppose that native newspapers, 
inasmuch as they offe:-d the officials by their criticisms, will have to.suffer most 
under the provisions oi the Act. After the Proclamation of Her late Majesty 
and the assurances given by successive Viceroys, the attempt. to put the poor 
Indians under ‘such stringent provisions of the law, looks very awkward, | - 
indeed. Government ought atl to prevent the selfish acts of the officials es 
than to make laws against the’ public condemnation of those acts.. _Govern- OS 
ment has not elearly defined the term ‘secrets,’ so thatthe publication by @ 8 : 
edge 2a even of trivial official matters may make the editor liable to arrest | 
by the police. He will not be enlarged on bail, but must rot in hajat till oo 
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Government’s sanction for his prosecution is obtained, and he must prove his own 
innocence at the trial. Are not all these indicative of barbarism? We have 
no objection to the introduction of severe ‘Measures into naval and military 
departments; but we must say that in civil matters such provisions are the 
worst sort of highhandedness. 

In conclusion we beseech Lord Curzon to bethink himself of the error 
into which he has fallen. Such an unjust measure will injure his reputation, 
will alienate the hearts of the people from the Government, and bring disgrace 


. upon the enlightened British administration. No one would have thought of 


objecting to such a measure if it had been introduced in Russian territory. 
But in the British dominions people expect to get larger rights and liberties as 
time goes on. We hope His Excellency the Viceroy will lend a sympathetic 
ear to our entreaties. 
39. The Rangalay [Calcutta] of the 13th December has the following 
aa on the Oficial Secrets Act Amendment Bill :— 
—————. What has made the proprietors of Anglo-Indian 
CA newspapers angry is that they will no longer be 
able to collect, early information, and thereby obtain an advantage over ver- 
nacular journals, and that they think is very likely to restrict their sale. As 
for the opposition which is being offered by native editors, it is simply due to 
that when Anglo-Indian editors protest it is clearly their duty to 
follow suit. But the native editors should always bear in mind that they are 


Act 


_ outsiders and strangers to Englishmen and the English Government, and, as 


such, have no right to know what is happening within the precincts of home. 
They may dress like Englishmen and weara hat and a cwat, dine in hetels, 
speak and write like Engtshinen, live in England, and become so many W. C. 

onerjees, but after all they are natives, and are not members of the English- 
man’s household. The Anglo-Indian ecitor knows and can know everything, 
and is protesting only because he fears that he will not be able to reveal the 
secrets at his disposal whenever he may wish to do so, and that this may inter- 
fere with the sale of his paper. but there is no such excuse for the native 
editor. Itis true, the Anglo-Indian newspaper occasionally gave him a piece 
of unimportant news. Did that do him an immense good? The English are 
the rulers of the country, and it is their business to adopt any measures they 
think best for the promotion of their own interests. That is no business of the 
native editor. The subject people of this country for whom it is impossible, 
owing to their political subjection, to devise any measures for the promotion 
of their temporal interests, should only think of their religious and spiritual 


_ concerns, as they have always done, and as it is clearly their dutv to do so 


long as such subjection lasts. ‘l'hey must not imitate the ways of Englishmen 
in all things. ‘The Babu will never become a sa‘eb and vice versd. Why, 


then, all this fuss and trouble? What Government is doing, it is doing for 
the best. 


V.—ProsPects OF THE Crops AND CoNDITION OF THE P:OPLE. 


the Palhwvasi [ Kalna } of the 9th December speaks 
of the prevalence of severe distress in the villages 
under the Galsi thana in the Burdwan district. 


‘Many people have left their homes and many 
others are living on insufficient food and vegetables. The radi we has failed 


on account of insufficient rainfall, and therefore this distress. If Government 
makes arrangements for excavating new tanks and re-excavating old ones, by 
means of ¢:kavi advance: or otherwise, the starving people may be relieved, and | 
provision made for irrigating the local fields in future. The construction of 2 
road from the Grand Trunk Road to the Damodar river through the Hansoa 
village may relieve the distress to a yreat extent by facilitating goods traffic in 
the neighbouring villages. It is hoped that the District Board wi'l favourably 
consider these proposals. : 
41. The Ratnakar [Asanso!} of the 1°th December is receiving news of 
| the prevalence of distress in many places in the 
Burdwan district, such as Ausgram, Arhjurhi, 
oe Ilambazar, Basudha, Raniganj-Ichhapur, ete. The 
attention of the authorities is drawn to the matter. 


40. A correspondent of 


Distress in some villages in the 
Burdwan district. 


Distress in the Burdwan dis- 
trict, 
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VI —Misce.tamsovs: 


42. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 10th December writes as follows :—_ 
a aad Sir Andrew Fraser’s father isa well-known 

Sir Andrew Fraser's piety. missionary in India, his son is a preacher in South 
Africa, and he himself. is a devout Christian. On Sunday, the 29th November 
last he returned to Calcutta from Orissa at 6 4.M., and at 9 a.m. went to church. 
On Sunday, the 5th December following, he prayéd in the Church in Dacca 


town. We hope that Bengal will prosper in every matter under such a pious 


7 A respectable correspondent writes to the same paper to complain 


that some officers of Messrs. Watson and Company, 

Complaint against Pastas indigo-planters and zamindars, Nadia, are com- 
Wateon and Company, mitting great oppression upon the raiyats under 
the Sikarpur concern. Occupancy raiyats are having their rents trebled and 
quadrupled, and being made to execute kabuliyais to that effect, on pain of 
having their agricultural produce andcattle sold. A new cess, known as khur 
chaloni, is being levied at the rate of 2 annas every year for each cow and 
4 annas every year for each buffalo. Raiyats are being ‘forced to receive 
loans of things, for which payment is being exacted afterwards at 1} or 2 
times their market value, together with interest. The oppressed raiyats are 
ignorant and helpless. A careful enquiry should be made by Government into 


the matter. a 
44. The Attavah [Calcutta] of the 11th 


Importance of physical exercise December quotes the following from the Fortnightly 
to Bengalis. Review :-— 


“The world is ruied by strength and courage, not by the results of compeititive 
examinations, Voting power can be equitably entrusted to those who are prepared to 
enforce their opinion with their rifles and bayonets. | : 

“When manly races of India, the Sikhs, Rajputs, and Marathas, are ready and anxious to 
acc. pt some share in the Government of the country either of popular representation or by, 
what would be, for India, some less revolutionary method, we will be eager to meet them half 
way and to cheerfully assign to them a fair proportion of the burdens of administration. . 

To such men a demand for increased political power could not long be refused” —Sirn Leper 
GairFin (Fortnightiy Review). | | 


It then observes as follows :— 


The reason why political agitation in our country fails to produce the 
same effect as it does in Europe is that we lack the requisite amount of 


physical vigour. The whole country does not join in our agitations, and 


political rights, which are only granted when Government apprehends a breach 
of the peace, are not therefore conceded to us. | | | 
According to Sir Lepel Griffin, a nation devoid of strength and courage 
is not fit to the entrusted with political privileges. Display of mere oratorical 
power and success in competitive examinaticns, will not secure to the Bengalis 
anything worth having. On them depends the future of the country. It is 
eeply to be regretted that they are so devoid of all vigour of body and mind. 
If the Bengalis can shake off this lethargy and deterioration, it will be the best 
of things-to have. | 2 
_ There are those who, at the bare mention of strength and courage, cry 
sedition and are alarmed beyond measure. We consider such persons to be 
most ignorant n:en who are grievously mistaken. There is no reason why 
hysical force, when cultivated, should be directed against the Sovereign. 
n civiilsed countries the necessity never arises of employing force, and in 
India such necessity is absolutely wanting, Can it be imagined that the 
Indians can ever dream of « trial of strength with the mighty British power 
before which even Russia and Germany quail? Health, business aptitude, 
long life, and power to resist the outrages of ferocious Europeans,— these are 
the ends for which the Bengalis should take to physical exercise. = * 
45. In continuation of what has appeared in a previous issue, the 
i __. Bangavasi | Calcutta) of the 12th December writes 
e Budh Gaya question. . as follows:— eo a 
We are at a loss to make out what led the Collector of Gay a to ask the 
Hindu Mohant of the Budh Gaya temple to make an unconditional surrender 
of it to the Government and why Mr. Sarada Charan Mitra and Pundit Hara 
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Prasad Sastri ato to form a Comibittes’ for its management. The 
Government of India has always been impartial in its treatment of Budh 
Gaya matters, and all the rag DY of Bengal, from Sir Ashley 
Eden down to Sir Charles Elliott, have acknowledged the unqualified rights 
of the Mohant. Who has then raised the intricate question which we are now 
discussing? Under what y oo. a of equity are attempts being made to 
destroy the rights of the Mghant? It is a historical fact that since the middle 
of the twelfth century Hindu Mohants have been ettjoying - unqualified 
supremacy over Budh Gaya. Budhist pilgrims to Budh Gaya always spéak 
in high terms of the Mohant and his management of the temple, and the 
Budhists of Siam, Chittagong, Madras and other places hold hii in high esteem. 
The King of Burma respects him as his guru. Why has then the question of 
depriving such an able Mohant of his rights at all arisen? Has any Budhist 
pilgrim rg og against him? Far from that being the case, Prince 
amrong oi Siani, who came to visit Budh Gaya temple some timé ago, has 
spoken highly of the Mohant’s management. Why then has it been proposed 
to form a Committee for the management of the temple? The question is a 
very serious one, and lies between a handful of Indian budhists under the 
leadetuhip of Dharmapal on the one hand and crores of Hindus under the 
Mohant on the other. It is the question of an attempt to establish a new right 
on the one hand, and of an attempt to curtail a reasonable and well-established 
right on the other. | : 
Banaavast, 46. The same paper has the following :— 
Dec, 12th, 1903. | : _ The Pioneer adduces the following facts as 
wittmenta con proofs of the growing prosperity of 
The first proof of the growing prosperity of the country insisted upon by 
the Pioneer is the increased consumption of salt by the Indian people, a con: 
sumption which amounted twenty years ago, that is to say, in 1880-81, to 
2,70,00,000 maunds, but rose last year to so much as 3,70,00,000 maunds. The 
consumption of so much salt, contends the Ptoneer, argues increased prosperity 
of the Indian people. But this argument will lose much of its force, if it be 
remembered that during the last twenty years the population of India has 
increased by five crores, that, thanks to the salt monopoly of Government, 
there was and still is a great deal of contxaband salt which was and is not 
included in the Government estimate, and thst the Indian people used to 
consume formerly a great deal more of country salt, such as karkach (unrefined 
salt) and saindhad | rock-salt), than of refined salt. 2 
The second fact insisted upon by the Pion-er is the increase in the number 
of Savings Bank depositors and the amount of Savinys Bauk deposits as 
compared with those of twenty years back. The number of depositors has, 
during this period, risen: from 80,000 to 8,00,64,000, while the amount of 
deposits has risen to four times as much as it was at the beginning of the period. 
‘* An incontrovertible proof this of the. prosperity of the Indian people,” proclaims 
the Pioncer. But it is very strange that our contemporary-takes no notice of 
the fact that though the number of depositors is now nearly eleven times their 
former number, the amount of deposits is only four times larger, which means 
that formerly only four people deposited quite as much money as eleven people 
do now. ‘The Pioneer perhaps thinks that the very fact of the increase in the — 
number of depositors, irrespective of the amount of deposits, shows that more 
people have now money to spare than before. This, however, is not a fact. 
he fact is that people had formerly. no confidence in Savings Banks, ana those 
who could then lay by anything preferred to hide it in the earth or to lend it 
to traders—a form of investment no longer open in consequence of the ruin that 


a 


has overtaken the trading class. 


The, third prot adduced by the Pioneer is the increase in the length of 


railway.lines during the last twenty years. But how many Indians get oh 
share of the income from these. lines? The railways, besides, bid fair to 

outright the languishing, Indian. industries by earrying cheap Belgian and 
German articles into the heart of the mufussal--a circumstance in whith few 
but the Pioneer will find any. proof of the prosperity of the 


j \ 


DOIG... .., aloo. 
_ The fourth evidence o @ growing prosperity of India, bron ght forward 
by the Pionezr, ia the increase in the nuusber of mills, factories, mines, et¢., 0 
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sountry. Bat, as the Piouver well knows, most of these are owned 
pea ar who pocket all the profit therefrom. All that the Indians Teeei 
‘wance in the shape of But wages never enrich a country. 
y the capitalists’ profits that do so. . ee wai ca! 
The last proof insisted mpon by the Pioneer is the fact that the value o 
the combined Indian import and export in 1880-81 was only Rs. 1,38, 10,00,090, 
whilst the value of such combined import end export last year was 
Rs, 2,50,20,00,000, “‘Aminerease of Re. 1,12,10,00,000 in 21 years!” ries 
out the Pioneer, quite an a ye ne But an ex eed journalist: ke him 
should know that the amount of ‘t and export. combined is not, in all caees, 
a safe criterion of the prosperity of a country, and that it is enly the excses of 
import over export that furnishes a clear proof of such prosperity. ‘The Pioneer 
is not probably mnware of the excitement eaused inthe English ‘Press and 
among English economists by the excess of English export over Epglich import 
of late years. And yet Hmgland never sends out her monty 'to aty foreign 
country, but receives anample ag money from euch countries. 4 t 
statement of the .sea-borne ‘trade o ia during 1902-1908 shows that ‘in shat 4 
year Indian export exceeded Indian import by Rs.'27,88, 11,700; in other words, a 
s0 many rupees were lost to India in that year. India had also to send to a 
England that year Rs. 26,59,33,600 in the shape of “ Home ‘Charges.” The 
result of remittances to foveign countries for ‘which no return is reecived i¢ well . 
known to political economists. John Stuart Mill'thus describes the result :— 
‘The result is that a country which makes regular payments to foreign 
countries, besides losing avhat it pays, loses also something more by the less ' 
advantageous terms on ‘which it is forced ‘to exchange ‘its productions for foreign 
commodities” —words whose force must be fully felt bythe Pioneer. 

If the Pioneer had only cared to enquire, it would have ‘known ‘thatthe 
number of rich and middle-class people is gradually decreasing in this eountry ; 
that the present expenditure by the pare on réligious and charitable objects . 
is nothing like what is was before ; that hardly one image of the goddess Durga 
is now worshipped in'a village where a hundred:images were worshipped 60 
years back. Jtis said that ihe rich Indian banker, Jagat Seth, lent many crores | 
of rupees to the East India Company, and'there were many ‘such bankers -in 
those days. But how many Indian capitalists are able to do so in these days? — 

Are not these proofs of the growing: poorer of the country? , 
47, The Rangalay a ofthe 13th December has the following:— = -_ Bamcarar, 
(ome : aoe meltiply as -exeeedingly and _ en 
a, Tospects of servioo and inereas- Bengalis,and there has been, -as a matter of faet, 
ia'iengale of the middle classes oy increase of Eurasian ‘population. ‘Eurasians, as 
@ community, are Englishmen’s -dependants and 
look to the latter‘for their support. Theyhave:now found -admissiun ‘into the a « 
service of Government, the Railway:'Companies ‘and gamindars, and into'the — oe . 
Police. ‘Department, ‘and in proportion as ‘they. secure service, the number af | 
appointments for Bengalis:become small -and for.them themeans‘of-earninga = : . 
livelihood ‘become restricted. And ‘as Bengalis ‘have no other wey open -4o | , ‘ \ (a 
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them, the question presents itself—how ‘are'+ ey to -earn ‘their ‘living 
By admitting Recesienpiehe its service, Government‘is evidently injuting 


the interests of the administration, «while:it is doing # disservice 'to ' that.com- 
munity ‘which cannot ‘but preduce evil consequences in the remote ‘future. Phe 
Eurasian and the Englishman are-equally out-of touch «with ‘the -eibject native 
population. To this.chargethe:Englishman might reply that-as‘he’has already — 
mastered everything ‘that ought to be‘known about the native snbjects, there 4s 
no need of cultivating closer relations with'them. ‘But the Englishman should 
member that in this world where ‘there is -ceasdless éhange, ehanges are-con- 
s#antly occurring even among subject peoples, complete information sister | . 
which is not and can never possibly be inthe possession of Englishmen. .4nd 
«s the Eurasian is, in this :matter, unable :to render‘any. assistance to the Grev 


emment, the entertainment of only Eurasian servants is likely ‘to directly make — 

it, as-it has already made it,.a:great loser. As to-remote consequences, ‘it would : - Pa 

be enough to:refer'to:the ‘wise “political pri ciple that ana conquered country = |i 

ine Tere and ithe ruled should'be bound ap in indissoh i ae ae | iis 

© possession: and.occupation ‘of land, as otherwise,'in the-event oF a revoiuuen, : ; ii 

therruling class would ‘be.completely-ewopt away and:polished off. “The’Musdl- = ahs 
ire. | : \ es : 
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man rulers made this country their home. They were not only the proprietors 
of land, but they cultivated close relations with the natives of the country. 
That is why, so many changes notwithstanding, the Musalman remains in Tne 
even under English rule and occupies an equal footing with the Hindn. 
Not that the Englishman does not understand all this, but as the chief 
object of the English administration and English policy in — reference to 
its native subjects is extension of commerce, acquisition of wealth, and advance- 
ment of the material prosperity of Englishmen in the mother-country, and as 
it is the aim of Englishmen to play the réle of shop-keeper and ruler at one 
and the same time, forgetting that a shop-keeper can never be ruler and 
vice-versd, the Indian subjects of the British Government suffer so much misery 
and degradation. 


It is becoming increasingly apparent that the Brahman, Baidya, Kayastha, 


and other high-caste people in Bengal will cease to exist at no distant date. 


It is these men who first learnt English and assisted in the work of English 
administration by entering the service of Government. They have received 
English education, have steeped themselves in Anglicism, and given themselves 
up to Western luxury. They have learnt to earn ready money and to waste it 
when earned. They have, in short, lost their national character. No attempt . 
can ever become successful which is not made with due regard to time, place, 
and person, and those who make such an attempt soon find themselves lost and 
forgotten.. When Hindu society was in its flourishing condition all high castes 
maintained themselves by agriculture and the lower castes were cultivators 
of the soil, and high and low they were all happy. The Brahman rarely took 
service. He devoted himself to teaching and study and was content with the 
income derived from his brahmottar lands. Luxury was unknown to him, and he 
was noted for his self-restraint, love of poverty, self-sacrifice, and independence. 
The Baidya and the Kayastha followed their respective occupations, and chiefly 
relied on the income derived from their lands for the means of support. They, 
too, were strangers to luxury. English education and the facility which it 
offers for making money have now destroyed that independence of mind in 
which self-restraint played such an important part. The higher classes have 
now no connection with land, and service is at present their only resource, 


while fond of luxury as they have become, they are unable and unfit to 


betake themselves to occupations requiring any great physical strength and 
exertion. It is precisely at this time that the Government which has made 
them well-to-do and luxurious by admitting them into its service is showing 
niggardliness in this respect. ~ posts cannot be created every day, while 
B. A.’s and M. A,’s are daily rushing into existence. The whole country has 
grown mad in its quest of service. . In every village, in every house, there 
are B, A.’s and M. A.’s who are candidates. for appointments under Govern- 
ment. But how many are the appointments that Government can give? 
Then there is the need of giving food to Eurasians and conciliating the 
Musalmans, or in other words, of ruining them like the Hindus by giving them 
service. How- many parties can the Government serve? That is why the 
people whose only resource and occupation lie in service do not find service 
and are on the point of starvation, and that is also why for every vacancy 
there are crowds of hungry candidates as large as those of vultures over aad 
around the carcass of a beast thrown into a ébhagar, The question, therefore, 
is, how are these people to earn their livelihood? 2 : : 

_ The condition of the higher castes has really become heart-rending. 
It is only the fortunate few that succeed in securing appointment, but the 
condition into which their families are thrown if these men die or are thrown 
out of employ is such as to defy description. It is really hard to understand 
how these numberless families manage to live under the altered circumstances. 
Now, what is the true cause of the terrible mortality which is ascribed to 
malaria? It is simply want)of food and unbearable poverty. There is no 
money to reclaim the silted-yp,tank, to repair the dilapidated dwelling-house, 
to procure clean and comfoftable bedding and furniture, to feed the cow, to 
‘procure two full meals a day, to cook wholesome food, to buy winter clothing 
or an umbrella forthe'rains, None, none. The consequence is, people drink 
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foul water, live in dilapidated houses, sleep on broken bedsteads or on the 
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the aid of sajindedk curry and boiled green. tamarind, utilise their fire, framed 
with dried leaves of trees, for: protecting themselves from cold and for boiling 
their food, and wade through mud; and water in the rains.. They get. fever 
and treat themselves with a. pice-packet of quinine, but there-is no. suitable 
diet forthcoming. ‘They can take no. proper care of health and they enjoy no 
rest. Death then comes to their rescue.. Numberless families have disa 

in this way. Those that live, live in chronic poverty, utterly devoid of energy 
and intelligence. They. know only howto die, they can only die and do 
nothing else, and they have come only to die. The question, therefore, is, 
what are these people to eat ? bee , 

48. Referring to Sir Andrew Fraser’s recent visit to Dacca town, the 
| _ Dacca Gazette [Dacca] of the 14th December writes 
as follows :— . 

We reserve for a future issue our opinion of what we have gained or may 
gain in consequence of His Honour’s auspicious visit, — 

The hopeful words to which he gave utterance were worthy of an able, 
experienced administrator like him. It is our firm belief that he will earn the 
respect and gratitude of every one of his subjects, irrespective of creed and 
caste. As he is the worthy son of a religious father, we hope that he will give 
a favourable turn to the destinies of the Bengalis, But if even a man like him 
looks unkindly at us, we shall have only our lot to curse. | 


Sir Andrew Fraser at Dacca. 


Urrya Papers. 


49. The Utkaldipika Ser ager of the 5th December most cordially 
| thanks the Government of Madaas for their valu- 
Grant by the Government hr able and unprecedented grant of Rs. 10,000. in aid 
Madras for the Madras Industrial of the Art and Industrial Exhibition to be held at 
| Madras in connection with thej approaching Con- 
gress, and says that such sympathy with the industrial movement of India is 
really a unique one. Itis further glad to learn that the Maharaja of Mysore 
has undertaken to open the exhibition, as the Gaekwar of Baroda did last year 
at Ahmedabad. 
50. The same paper further applauds the sympathetic and encouraging 
cs ke nem 4 _ a wed Governor of — 
oer. efovour of uative industry, eoWeras Indian industry, as shown in the promulga- 
Se by His Recullenty of an order to the effect 
that all the different kinds of paper required for the Government of Madras 
should be purchased from the native paper mills instead of from the agents 
under the India Office in England, and more especially in the allotment of two 
and-a-half lakhs for this purpose in the current year’s budget. The writer 
holds this out as an example to be followed by the other Local Governments 
who have at heart the industrial amelioration of India. | 
51, Referring to the proposal of Government to appoint permanent 
iiledlih sian assessors for assessing municipal rates, abolishing 
Commissioners, the same paper observes that such a measure will be detri- 
mental to the interests of the rate-payers, inasmuch as the assessors, whose 
position will not be so high as to prevent them from being swayed by local 
influence and whose interests are indissolubly linked with the enhancement of 
the rates and the consequent favour of the District Officers, cannot but enhance 
the rates, Thus the proposal is a most objectionable one, and the writer hopes 
that Government will subject it to the most careful consideration before taking 
- any action on it. : 
52. The Garjatbasini taker of the 5th December says that the 
| Rajas and zamindars, etc., of Orissa would do 
panniers of manure from immense good to their country by employing pans 
and such other low-caste people in collecting bones 
and preparing manure therefrom. Thereby such indigent people would by 
getting employment refrain from committing thefts to which they are driven 
by the pinch of necessity. eee ae 
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the present practice of assessment by the Municipal | 


Dacca GazBTrz, 
Dec. 14th, 1903. 
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GaRJaATBASIFI, 
Dec, Sth, 1905. 
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